Serotonin transporter gene functional polymorphism: a plausible candidate gene for increased vascular risk in depression.
The evidence of increased vascular morbidity and mortality associated with depression has generated research interest in studying the mechanisms or causal pathways underlying this association. Recent advances in molecular genetics have demonstrated that serotonin transporter gene functional polymorphism may confer susceptibility for affective disorder as well as for some cardiovascular risk factors. Taking into account these genetic findings, this article proposes a hypothesis that serotonin transporter gene functional polymorphism may be a plausible candidate gene to study the genetic mechanisms of depression-related increased vascular morbidity and mortality. Future research projects to test this hypothesis is warranted.